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Hi, I'm Yolanda.

I'm a mom, a Jesus-lover, and someone who laughs at
herself way too often. I reated the God:Sized Architect
ministry because I'm passiona u real,
honest conversations I’ahout faith—the lu'lantiat ol 4
4 | more like coffee with a friend than a sermon. '(
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~ You've probal_)lgrl heard this word your whole life, right?

Maybe you of your grandma at church, or that girl
posting Bible verses, or people with lots of opinions
about how everyone should live.

But here's the truth: a Christian is simgly someone who
follows Jesus Christ, That's it. The word means "Christ-
follower" or "one who belongs to Christ."

And no—this doesn't mean giving up your music,
wearing certain clothes, or becoming some perfect
person who never messes up. (That person doesn't exist

anyway.)

Being a Christian means believing Jesus is God's Son
who came to earth as a real person, and trusting that
what he did changes everything for you. It's letting that
truth reshape your life from the inside out.

The Bible says, "As many as received Him, to them He
%a\]e the right to become children of God" (John 1:12).

hildren of God. Not because you earned it, but because
you received him.






Salvation is God's way of closing that gal(().
esus—who never meéssed up once—took all our
ailures, all our worst moments, everything we're

ashamed of, and carried the punishment when he

died on the cross.

He did what we could never do for ourselves.
The Bible says, "The wages of sin is death, but the
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord"
omans 6:23).

When you accept this gift (and yes, it's absolutely a

—rnothing you earn), Xou get a completely fresh
start, Total forgiveness. A genuine, restored
relationship with God.

Imagine owinq a debt you could never pay—then
someone who loves you steps in and says, "I've got
this. It's paid. You're free."

That's what Jesus did for you.
"He saved us, not because of works done by us in
Hﬁ?&gggss)ness, but according to his own mercy"

That's grace, friend. Pure, undeserved, lavish
grace.
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This is huge. This is where so many of us get lost.

I'm going to be honest: religion has hurt a lot of
eople. It's hurt me—multiple times, in multiple ways,
y multiple people. If that's your story, I'm genuinely

sorry. That's not what God wanted.

Religion feels like an exhausting checklist. Go to
church (because you have to). Pray (but make it sound
good). Be good enough (but you never quite are). It's
performance. It's anxiety. It's trying to earn God's
approval.

Relationship is completely different.

It's knowin Golglufersona]ly—]jke your best friend, _
someone who truly sees you and loves you anywaY. |
You're not earning anything because God already loves

you completely, right now, exactly as you are.

"By grace you have been saved through faith—not by
works" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

God wants your real, honest, messy, beautiful heart.
Not your perfect performance



Jesus called out religious people who looked perfect outside but were
empty inside. He said, "These people honor me with their lips, but their |
heart is far from me" (Matthew 15:8). 1 |

And who did Jesus spend time with? Not the religious elite.

He defended a woman caught in adultery. He let a "sinner" anoint his feet
with perfume and tears. He ate with tax collectors. He touched the sick

and outcasts—people no one else would touch. |
That tells you everything about what matters to him. ‘
Think about it: a friend who only hangs out because her mom forces her?
That's religion. A friend who lights up when she sees you and chooses to g
| be there? That's relationship. ¢ | il il
1. And that's what God wants with you.
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Ilove that you're asking this. And it's way simpler than
you think.

No perfect formula. No magic words. No test.
It's about what's In your heart.

Believe Jesus is God's Son and that he died and came
back to life—for you, personally.

Admit you've messed up and you need forgiveness.
There's no shame in this—it's actually the most freeing

thing you'll do.
Trust %sus to save you instead of trying to save
yourself.

Decide to follow him. Let him lead your life.

! ﬁ/ou declare with your mouth, Jesus is Lord,' and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved" (Romans 10:9).
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So you've taken that step—incredible! But what now?

Here's the truth: Salvation isn't the finish line. It's the starting line. It's the beginning of the best days of
your life. Think about being born. A baby doesn't just get born and stop. They grow, learn, fall, get bacK up,
change. That's what happens spiritually.

You'll want to know more. That curiosity? That's your spirit waking up.

ggyﬁ;‘léecomes natural. It stops being formal and becomes like texting your best friend. You'll talk to God
u :

Start with the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)—]Jesus' framework for how to pray. Use it as a guide until you
find your rhythm.



You'll crave community. We're not meant to
do this alone. Find your people—a church, a
small group, Christian friends who can walk
with you.

You'll notice changes. Your priorities shift.

Things that mattered don't anymore. Things
ou never cared about suddenly matter. Your
eart is transforming.

You'll still have hard days, but now you
have total forgiveness, God's Spirit giving you
power to change, and grace to try again.

"If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!" (2
Corinthians 5:17).

God started something in you, and he's going
to finish it. He's not giving up on you. Ever.



Can I tell you something? Doubts don't disqualify you.

Questions don't make you a "bad" Christian. They mean
Kggiﬁti ;ngagmg instead of blindly accepting. That's

Even people in the Bible had doubts. Thomas wouldn't
believe Jesus came back unless he could touch the
wounds. Jesus didn't shame him—he showed up and let
Thomas see (John 20:24-29).

God can handle your questions. He's not threatened by *
your doubts.

Be honest with him. Talk to trusted Christians—a pastor,
mentor, friends. Read, listen, dig into Scripture.

A father in the Bible cried out, "I believe; helpmy 4
unbelief!" (Mark 9:24). That honesty? Jesus honored it. '/

Your doubts and questions? Bringdthem Wrestling with
hard questions often leads to the deepest faith.




Girl. No. Not even close.

If Christianity were about being perfect, we'd all be
disqualified. The whole point is that Jesus is perfect,
and we trust in his perfection.

You'll mess up after you're saved. You'll s e with
anxiety, comparison, anger, pride. You'll scroll too
long, gossip, judge others, wonder if this is real.

The difference? You have complete forgiveness that's
already yours. You have the Holy Spiri gtlvm% )trou
power to change. You're transforming bit by bit.

This is a process. A journey.

Think about learning any new skill—you practice,
improve, mess up, try again. Your relationship with
God is the same.

God's grace covers you. Every day. Every mess-up.

You're loved as you are. You're being transformed.
Both are true.



Here's something beautiful: the &)urpose of being a
Christian is to live like Christ did. But that's not just
about being "good." It's bigger.

When Y)ou live like ]esus—lovin%, serving, forgiving
—you become a living example for people who don't
know God yet. You give them a glimpse of who He is.

Jesus said, "Go make disciples of all nations"
(Matthew 28:19-20). Not in a pushy way—Dbut by
living in a way that makes people curious about the
God you love.

God loves you madly, and he loves evelarlone else the
same way. Your sister, your coworker, that girl
sitting alone—they matter just as much.

Sometimes you might be the only Jesus someone
sees. That sounds like pressure, but here's the thing
—it's not about being perfect. It's about being real.



Even as you're healing, learning, growing—
you're atestimony to God's transforming
power.

When someone sees you mess up and extend
ﬁguurge]f grace, sees you s le but kee

sting, watches you change Tittle by little—
they realize, "If GOd can meet her where she
is, maybe he can meet me t0o."

Mg)love because he first loved us" (1 John
You're not manufacturing love—you're
overflowing with what you've received.

Your life matters. Your transformation
matters. Not just for you, but for everyone
who needs to see that'this Jesus thing is real,
that it works, that they can have it too.

Let's make it count—not from pressure, but
from gratitude.




You might wonder why Christians are so
pa331(i‘n8£e|e about their faith. Kinda like me, right
now- .

Here's the heart: If you found the cure for
something devastating, wouldn't you tell
everyone you love?

That's how we feel about Jesus. Not about being
pushy or judgmental (were not better than
anyone). It's about knowing something so good, so
life-changing, we can't help but share.

The best Christians share from genuine love, not
judgment. They share because they care.

If someone made you feel condemned or judged—
that's not Jesus. He welcomed everyone. He was
radically inclusive and loving.

That's the spirit we're supposed to have.
Sometimes we get it right. Sometimes we mess up.
But the heart should always be love.



Listen, wherever you are right now—just
curious, actively searching, doubting
everything, or following Jesus but feeling lost
—you're exactly where you need to be.

There's no "right" stage. No "should be
further along.” Just you, and God, and this
moment.

This isn't about joining a club or followin
rules. It's about knowing the God who made
you, who sees you entirely, who loves you
wﬂdly.

If you're ready to take a step, take it. His
arms are wide open.

If you need more time, take it. God isn't going
anywhere. He's patient. He's been pursuing
Kou your whole life hecause you matter to

1Im more than you know.

"The Lord is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish" (2 Peter 3:9).



You don't have to have dyour life together
before you come tg God.
You don't have to fix yourself first.

You don't have to clean up or get rid of your
questions or become someone different:

Come exactly as you are—with your doubts,
your mess, your é]éuestlon_s your fears, your
Past, ¥our wounds, all of if-—and Iet him do the
ransforming.

That's his job, not yours.

This is an inyitation tg the most important, _
most beautiful, most life-changing relationship
you'll ever have.

What do you say?

You’re seen. You're loved. You're invited.
Always.



I highly encourage you to review these
verses. Look them up, read them in context,
and let God speak to you:

/M

* John 1:12 « Matthew 6:9-13 « Romans 3:23
Romans 6:23
e Titus 3:5 * Romans 5:1 ¢ John 14:6 « Matthew 4:4
e Psalm 119:105 « Romans 15:4 ¢ 2 Timothy 3:16-17
* Ephesians 2:8-9 « Romans 4:5 « Matthew 15:8
* Romans 10:9 « Acts 4:12 « Acts 16:31 ¢ 2
Corinthians 5:17
* Philippians 1:6 * John 20:24-29 « Mark 9:24 « 2
Peter 3:9
 Matthew 28:19-20 * 1 John 4:19 ¢ John 13:35
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By Yolanda Oliver

Ready to explore what's next?

I created "OK, Now What?" to walk
alongside you as you navigate this
new journey. It's filled with
suggestions, 1ideas, and
encouragement—nothing you have
to do, just helpful options to
consider.

You get to choose your path. I'm
just here to help.



